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HabÃa perdido toda mi libertad y, con ella, todo cuanto me importaba; alejada a la fuerza de mis

hijos, de mi madre, de mi vida y de mis sueÃ±os; con el cuello encadenado a un Ã¡rbol&#133; en

condiciones de la mÃ¡s infame humillaciÃ³n, conservaba, no obstante, la mÃ¡s preciosa de las

libertades, que nadie podrÃa arrebatarme jamÃ¡s: la de decidir quiÃ©n querÃa ser. En 2002,

Ingrid Betancourt, candidata presidencial de Colombia, fue secuestrada por la guerrilla de las

FARC, cuando se dirigÃa a San Vicente del CaguÃ¡n, dos dÃas despuÃ©s de que en esta zona

se finalizara la concesiÃ³n otorgada por el presidente, en lo que se conociÃ³ como la &#147;zona

de distensiÃ³nâ€•. Durante seis aÃ±os y medio Ingrid Betancourt soportÃ³ todos los horrores de la

selva: el encierro, las eternas marchas, la enfermedad, el hambre, la soledad, la humillaciÃ³n, los

enfrentamientos, el dolor, el olvido&#133; todo esto conservando siempre una integridad sin

lÃmites, con una Ãºnica obsesiÃ³n: la libertad. En su libro relata, en detalle, sus dÃas en la selva:

los complejos hilos de las relaciones personales entre los distintos prisioneros, la lucha por

conseguir una raciÃ³n de comida o la compaÃ±Ãa de un diccionario, los tan anhelados minutos de

comunicaciÃ³n con su madre y sus hijos a travÃ©s de un programa radial, sus intentos de fuga, la

muerte de su padre. AsÃ mismo da su visiÃ³n acerca de todo aquello que rodeÃ³ su cautiverio: el

dÃa de su secuestro, las relaciones con los comandantes de las FARC, la posiciÃ³n de Francia y

su lucha por conseguir su liberaciÃ³n, las negociaciones y los esfuerzos del gobierno y las

autoridades colombianas. De una forma reflexiva y profunda Betancourt lleva de la mano al lector

no solo a vivir en carne propia la humedad, la oscuridad y el olor de la selva, sino a sentir dÃa tras

dÃa el torrente de sentimientos y emociones encontradas que allÃ suceden. No hay silencio que

no termine es un trasegar por la miseria y la grandeza humana: con sus encuentros y

contradicciones, sus miedos y fragilidades, sus pequeÃ±os placeres y alegrÃas simples, sus

decepciones y devastaciones, su esperanza e inspiraciÃ³n. El 2 de julio de 2008, en lo que se

denominÃ³ como la OperaciÃ³n Jaque, el EjÃ©rcito colombiano la rescatÃ³ en un impresionante

operativo que le dio la vuelta al mundo, y que regresÃ³ a la libertad a Ingrid Betancourt, junto a los

tres contratistas norteamericanos, siete miembros del EjÃ©rcito nacional y tres de la PolicÃa.

ENGLISH DESCRIPTION Ingrid Betancourt tells the story of her captivity in the Colombian jungle,

sharing powerful teachings of resilience, resistance, and faith. Born in BogotÃ¡, raised in France,

Ingrid Betancourt at the age of thirty-two gave up a life of comfort and safety to return to Colombia

to become a political leader in a country that was being slowly destroyed by terrorism, violence,

fear, and a pervasive sense of hopelessness. In 2002, while campaigning as a candidate in the

Colombian presidential elections, she was abducted by the FARC. Nothing could have prepared her



for what came next. She would spend the next six and a half years in the depths of the jungle as a

prisoner of the FARC. Even Silence Has an End is her deeply personal and moving account of that

time. Chained day and night for much of her captivity, she never stopped dreaming of escape and,

in fact, succeeded in getting away several times, always to be recaptured. In her most successful

effort she and a fellow captive survived a week away, but were caught when her companion

became desperately ill; she learned later that they had been mere miles from freedom. The facts of

her story are astounding, but it is Betancourt's indomitable spirit that drives this very special

account, bringing life, nuance, and profundity to the narrative. Attending as intimately to the

landscape of her mind as she does to the events of her capture and captivity, Even Silence Has an

End is a meditation on the very stuff of life-fear and freedom, hope and what inspires it. Betancourt

tracks her metamorphosis, sharing how in the routines she established for herself-listening to her

mother and two children broadcast to her over the radio, daily prayer-she was able to do the

unthinkable: to move through the pain of the moment and find a place of serenity. Freed in 2008 by

the Colombian army, today Betancourt is determined to draw attention to the plight of hostages and

victims of terrorism throughout the world and it is that passion that motivates Even Silence Has an

End. The lessons she offers here-in courage, resilience, and humanity-are gifts to treasure.
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The story of Ingrid Betancourt is controversial. I read her book along with other books written by

some of her fellow hostages and here is my recommendation: If you are looking for entertainment,



this book can provide that. If you are looking for the full story, all the facts and a fair assessment,

you should read books written by the other hostages, such as "Out of Captivity" published in 2009

and a New York Times Bestseller, an excellent book written by the three Americans who were

kidnapped and lived under the same conditions with Betancourt. There are other books available,

written by some of the other hostages as well.Betancourt entered the enemy territory on her own

free will after being advised against it by the Colombian government, informed of the dangers

involved, and signing a release document assuming responsibility for entering FARC territory. This

would make her a victim by her own doing. All the other testimony offered by all her fellow hostages

is consistent in portraying Ingrid as an abusive, cruel and calculating human being, who was willing

to endanger the lives of others to satisfy her needs. There are readers who would justify Ingrid's

behavior due to the extreme conditions that all the hostages were subjected to. However, one would

have to wonder, if all the hostages faced the same extreme conditions, why did no other hostage

besides Ingrid, become a vicious and heartless human being. To make a fair assessment, we need

to read the testimony from the other hostages that were present, including other women. This

considering that according to the hostages, Ingrid actually received special treatment, while she

herself treated everyone else in a heartless and ruthless manner.

Esta es la version en espanol asi que dare mi resena en Espanol tambien / This is the Spanish

version of the book so I'll give my review in Spanish too-- Directo al Grano --Horrible! Un libro lleno

de mentiras y datos parcializados, amoldados a la propia realidad o conveniencia de Ingrid

Betancourt. No solo esta lleno de falsas acusaciones sino que tambien pone a Ingrid como martir o

el icono Colombiano que ciertamente no es. Tales desaciertos ponen en tela de juicio la obra

completa y no amerita en nada que ni Ud ni yo, gastemos nuestro dinero en un libro que no

describe lo que realmente paso ni lo que realmente Ingrid Betancourt es como persona.Si, esta

bien redactado, pero ese no es el punto! Esta es una narracion no ficticia, de manera que la

semantica del libro no es lo unico importante aqui sino el mensaje y experiencia del autor, que

denuevo, estan torcidas y amoldadas a su propia conveniencia.-- Un poco de Historia --Ingrid

Betancourt no fue la unica que vivio ese infierno con las FARC. Muchos mas estaban con ella,

incluso 3 americanos y varios colombianos, los cuales en su mayoria coinciden en decir que Ingrid

Betancourt era egoista, posesiva e incluso hasta agresiva con ellos, con tal de lograr indulgencias

por parte de sus captores. LLego incluso a segregar el area donde todos estaban confinados, a

poner horarios o turnos para usar la ducha o incluso a controlar los pocos radios AM/FM que

habian. Mintio a los guardias, diciendo que 3 de los presos, que eran de ciudadania americana,



eran agentes infiltrados de la CIA, todo con el fin de que fuesen expulsados o quizas asesinados y

tener mas espacio para ella misma. Esas son solo algunas de las "pilatunas" de esta mujer

mientras estaba en cautiverio.
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